BRecovery from Brain Damage.Ô riginal manuscripts, drawings, and images are suitably placed in the text and provide a unique experience of lecture, between text extracts written by the original historical authors and a summary by Rutten. Selected references to further study the subjects are placed at the end of each chapter.
The first chapters present the early localization theories with their supporters and detractors (Gall, Flourens, Bouillaud, Broca) . The book continues with the « theory of connectionism » and Carl Wernicke. It further continues with Lissauer and Freund concepts. To catch the scientific atmosphere that was prevailing, Rutten always proposes opposed theories and opinions from that time in order to get a general feeling for the scientific debate.
After describing the path that led to naming and numbering the convolutions, the aphasia journey arrives to more modern themes with chapters concerning mapping and lesioning the living brain, and new concepts on connectionism.
The latter are substantiated through an explanation of contemporary techniques for language localization, i.e., by computer-assisted and functional MRI language localization.
The book concludes with the theme of recovery from brain damage.
After reading this book, the reader will have a broad panorama of language in neuroscience, maybe more specifically in neurosurgery, due to the author's sensibility to this field.
And this is what we appreciated in Rutten's book: clear concepts exposed from a slightly neurosurgical point of view, but with original reference extracts thus giving a genuine impression of diving in the aphasia adventure.
A must read for each neurosurgeon interested in the field of aphasia and also in localization of brain function.
